Serial No. 10/685,529 

Amendment dated January 24, 2005 

In reply of Office Action dated August 24, 2004 

Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 1, line 27 
which begins "This fastening" with the following amended 
paragraph: 

This fastening assembly is a group of identical superposed 
adhesive fasteners pieces , which are fastened and flap mounted 
at their top_ upper section to at the top edge central section of 
a backing panel. Successive file papers are attached to 
successive superposed fasteners contact adhesive sections on 
those the fasteners pieces . 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at the end of page 1 
onto page 2, line 6 which begins "engages" with the following 
amended paragraph: 

These adhesive fasteners were two-hole punched and placed 
on a conventional prong fastener, that has previously been 
mounted on a backing panel. The adhesive fasteners are generally 
rectangular, paper thin plastic pieces which have a 
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longitudinally extending contact adhesive strip. The paper to 
be filed is attached to the adhesive fastener contact adhesive 
which engages the upper surface of the paper to thereby mount it 
on ift the backing panel. Papers are inserted under the 
lowermost unattached adhesive fastener piece. Additional papers 
to be mounted on the panel are inserted underneath successively 
higher superposed adhesive fastener pieces. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 2, line 17 
which begins "This method' 7 with the following amended paragraph: 

This method of mounting papers, such as in a file folder, 

avoids the need to punch holes in the papers, and the opening 

and closing of the metal prongs. It is a quicker and less 

cumbersome process than the two-hole punch and prong mounting 

procedure. Additionally, the contact adhesive, although" 

sufficiently strong to hold the. paper in position, and to resist 

pull, it also permits the adhesive fastener to be pulled 

upwardly and away from engagement with the paper so that an - 

individual paper can be separately removed. Consequently, any 

paper mounted on the panel can be immediately removed from the 
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file, and subsequently returned at any time, without disturbing 
any other papers that have been placed in the 
file. Additionally, the use of an adhesive fastener avoids 
defacing documents and papers by punching two (2) holes in them 
to accommodate the metal prongs. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line 7 
which begins "However" with the following amended paragraph: 

However, use of the adhesive fastener was somewhat 
cumbersome. The thin, plastic adhesive fastener pieces had to 
be separated , and then Theft the small release covering over the 
contact adhesive had to be removed from the contact adhesive, 
and then disposed of. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line. 18 
which begins "simpler" with the following amended paragraph: 

Additionally, the need to rely on prong fasteners required 
a large size adhesive fastener in order to mount it on the metal 
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prongs. Experience had shown there was a need for a 
significantly smaller adhesive fastener that would also 
adequately hold a file paper in alignment on the panel, and 
would adequately secure a file paper. It was also necessary to 
find a simpler panel mounting arrangements than prongs. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line 19 
which begins "There" with the following amended paragraph: 

Also, t¥here was a need to provide an adhesive fastener 
assembly which could rapidly be mounted on a file panel, would 
eliminate the cost and dependence upon prong fastener and 
mounting, and the nuisance of removing the covering strip on 
over the contact adhesive^ These requirements limited more 
general usage of the adhesive fasteners. 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3-page 4, 
line 3 which begins "packet" with the following amended 
paragraph: 

In summary, there was a need for simplification of the 
operation of the fastener assembly, ability to quickly mount a 
packet of adhesive fasteners on a backing panel, and also need 
for significant cost reduction. These The factors had precluded 
wider adhesive fastener use and marketability . This invention 
addresses those shortcomings. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 4, line 10 
which begins "invention" with the following amended paragraph: 

This invention is a major advance from the prior adhesive 
fastener assembly. The new adhesive fastener assembly of this 
invention is much simpler to use, has ers a significantly larger 
potential market, and is more cost effective. 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 4, line 18 
which begins "and" with the following amended paragraph: 

The nuisance of isolating the adhesive fastener to be used, 
and fee reaching in to a^d separate and remove the adhesive cover 
release piece was a significant drawback toe general usage. 
Where convenience is «s a major factor, the need to remove the 
release piece covering the contact adhesive, and disposing of 
it, was a major drawback. This invention removes this 
impediment. The adhesive fastener to be used^ is A immediately 
separated and ready to receive the file paper. There is no need 
to remove a covering release piece from the fastener contact 
adhesive . 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 3 
which begins "independent" with the following amended paragraph: 

This advance, together with the addition of an integral 
independent mounting element, for multiple fasteners, also 
substantially increases widens the potential market. The 
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mounting element provides sufficient stability to allow the size 
of the adhesive fastener to be reduced to about one-half that of 
the prong adhesive fastener design. In this respect, there is 
also a substantial reduction in cost. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 21 
which begins "Much greater" with the following amended 
paragraph: 

There is mMuch greater convenience in filing a paper than 
the ordinary two-hole punch and prong mounting method. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5-page 6, 
line 1 which begins "immediately" with the following amended 
paragraph: 

The adhesive fastener assembly of this invention permits a 
user to merely flip up the fasteners with a fingertip and 
immediately insert the paper to be filed. Also t^he cost for 
this new fastener convenience is now not a major consideration. 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 14 line 9 
which begins "along" with the following amended paragraph: 

The differential dimension 27 is necessary to ensure that 
misalignment during the course of assembly will not cause any of 
the adhesive 26a to extend over the surface of the adjacent 
underlying release non-stick coating of the adhesive fastener 
along adhesive fastener 22. This is similar in construction for 
all of the fasteners previously described with respect to 
Figures 1 to 5. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 14 line 21 
which begins "length" with the following amended paragraph: 

Similarly, a coating layer could also be applied to the 
length of adhesive fastener material, instead in tcrmo of an 
adhesive tape. 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 15 line 9 
which begins "adhesive fastener" with the following amended 
paragraph: 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the adhesive fastener 
assembly generally indicated at 20, previously described the 
label 34 extends across the whole width of the fastener and down 
to slightly below the contact adhesive tape on the lowermost 
adhesive fastener. It provides a wide and extensive expensive 
adhesive holding area for the label, and a good support for the 
staples 30 and 32 which pass through the label, as previously 
discussed. 
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